January 9, 1989 12, 202-240

LB1
LR 3

LBs 202-240 for the firsttinme by title. Seepages 100-108 of
the Legislative Journal. )

M. President, | have a notice of hearing by Senator Rod Johnson
vl\lf;o is Chair of the Agriculture Committeefor Tuesday, January

M. Presi dent, Senat or Hanni bal would like to announce that

Senator Conway has been selected as Vice-Chair gf the
I nt ergover nnment al Cooperation Committee.

Nr. President, a new resolution, LR 3. It is offered by Senat or
Baack and a number of the nenbers. Read brief explanation.
See pages 108-109 of the Legislative Journal.) That will be
| aid over, Nr. President.

Nr. President,.| have a request from Senator Smith {5 withdraw

LB 112. That will be |,aidVer. | believe that is all that |
have, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Senator Lynch, are you ready to go back to work nowt

We will return back to adopting of permanent [yles. Senator
Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH Mr. President and rren‘bers’ | have one nore
proposed committee anendment, sipple |ittle amendnent. Jt na
to do with cloture. This change would adopt a cloture rule t a?

woul d become effective after 12 hours debate at each stage of
debate on any appropriation bill, and after 8 hours at eggch
stage of debate on all other bills. To briefly explain it, and
then Senator More will take it fromthere, let” me give you 4
scenari o. Someof you may be famliar with 428, the notorcycle
hel met bill. It was ny bill.  Anamendment, say, was offered
under = this rule by Senator Myore to the bill. Asyou know,
soneti mes amendnments’ can take and need nore tinme for giscussion
and debate than the bill, itself. After 8 hours of debate on
Select Pile, | would nove for cloture, or if that bill happened
to be a commttee bill, the chairnman of the commttee woul'd nove
for cloture. The presiding officer then,ynder this proposal,
woul d i mredi ately recogni se the npotion and orders debate g
cealsctia bont kl\/boretshar{e?drrfﬂt. q Tt;h? vote on the Noore amendnent
wou e taken without further debate.

the cloturenotion w thout debate, 33 vo'tAfetse\rNohpgt beanéleodle% f%P
that notion on cloture would be gyccessful . If the cloture

nmotion were successful, 3 vote on the advancement of the bill,
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January 24, 1989 LB 1-6, 812, 14-17,35, 36, 38, 53
57,67, 71, 79, 103, 123, 133
158, 180, 181, 190, 223, 236, 255
257, 277, 295, 297

LB 255 to General File, 1B 257 to General File with amendnents,

LB 223 as i ndefinitely postponed. PBanking, Commerce and
I nsurance Committee, whose Chair s Senator Landis, reports
LB 295 to General File and LB 297 as indefinitely postponed.
Your Committee on Revenue, whose Chair is Senator Hall, reports

LB 133 to General File, LB 277 General File, LB 236 General File
wi th anendnents, LB 67 indefinitely postponed, LB 71, LB 103 and
LB 181 al | i ndefinitely postponed, all signed by respective
Chairs. (See pages 413-14 of the Legislative Journa¥.)

M. President, | have notice of hearing fromthe (ypan Affairs
Conmmittee, that s signed by Senator Hartnett: from the
Education Committee signed by Senator M them and from the
Retirenent Systens Conmittee signed by Senator Habernman.

Your Committee on Enrollment gnd Review resgectful ly reports
they have carefully exam ned and engrossed LB 3 and find the
same correctl y Engrossed, LB 36, LB 38, LB 53, LB 57, LB 79,
LB 123, LB 138 and LB 190 all correctly Engrossed. (See
pages 415-16 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, a communi cation fromthe Governor addressed to
the Clerk. Read communication re: LBs 1-6, LBs 8-12,
LBs 14-17. e page4l6 of the |egislative Journal.)

Nr. President, that is all that | have at this tine.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. proceeding then to General File
discussion, LB 180.

CLERK: Nr. President, 180 is a bill introduced by Senator
McFarland.  (Title read.) The bill was introduced on January 5,
referred to Education. The bill was considered on the floor,
Nr. President, on January 19. | now have pending an amendnent
from Senator NcFarland. Sepator, | understand the amendnent you

had printed on page 402 you want to w thdraw that amendnent.
SENATOR NcFARLAND: |1'd like to withdraw that, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator NcFarland would nove to anend the
bill and, if |I may, Senator, |' |l read the | anguage.

SENATOR McFARLAMD: Please.
CLERK: ~ (Read NcFarland amendment. See page 417 of the
Legi sl ative Journal .)
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January 25, 1989 LB 236, 277

of the reasons why they would appreciate having this opportunity
to be treated just like everybody else in the state, and then
not have to worry about something as insignificant in some ways
as this. I would hope you will support it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Withem, would you care to
close?

SENATOR WITHEM: 1I'd just urge you to answer to the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The question then is the
advancement of LB 277 to E & R Initial. Those in favor please
vote aye, opposed nay. Record, please.

CLERK: 33 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on the advancement of
LB 277.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 277 is advanced. The Chair is pleased to
take just a moment to announce the arrival of <0 students from
the third grade, Brownell School, here in Lincoln, in the north
balcony with their teachers. Will you folks please wave and be

recognized by your Legislature. Also some special guests of
Senator Hefner under the south balcony, Art and Nancy Schultz
from Bloomfield. Would you folks please stand and be
recognized. Thank you. We are glad to have you with wus.
LB 236, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: LB 236, Mr. President. (Read title.) The bill was
introduced on January 9, referred to the Revenue Committee,
advanced to General File. I do have Revenue Committee
amendments pending, Mr. President. (See page 444 of the

Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: To the Chair of the Revenue Committee, Senator
Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Members, LB 236, as the Clerk stated, was brought

to the committee by Serator Wehrbein. It deals with the issue
of delinquent property tax notices and how they are printed in
the 1local paper. The bill would have the name of the prcperty
owner as well as the legal descriptior. Currently, only the

legal description and the lot number is required under statute.
It would also increase the cost assessed to the landowner from
$2 to $4. What the committee amendments do is they eliminate
the provision in the bill that would have kept the bill from
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applying to Lancaster and Douglas Counties. So, in other words,
committee amendments have LB 236 apply to all 93 counties in the
Stave of Nebraska, and that is all that the committee amendments
do.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the committee
amendments. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: No, I would rather discuss the bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. On the committee amenciments,
Senator Haberman, follcwed by Senator Coordsen.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Well, Mr. President, members of the body, I
must have received or I did receive twelve phone calls from
county treasurers on this issue. They were all opposed to the
1ssue for this reason. I won't say all of them, but I will say
the six that 1[I talked to personally on the phone, their first
objection was, that is discriminating. If we have to do it,
everybody should have to do it. So to take away their first
sbjection, 1 wholeheartedly support the committee amendment that
says all of the counties in the State of Nebraska will comply
with 236. Thank you, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Coordsen.
SENATOR COORDSEN: I want to talk on the bill, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Wehrbein, on the
amendments.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. Speaker, members, I would just simply say
that 1 support this amendment to this bill. We put it in simply
this way this year because last year it had been amended the
other way and I wanted to ease its passage through, but I
certainly would support the broadening this out. As I will
present a little more about this later on, presently now big
cities in other areas, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Kansas City,
St. Joe, I mean, St. Louis, already have this. You can see in
the handout that this is not a problem in other big cities and

so I den't think it should be a particular burden to Omaha or
Lincoln either.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senatcr Hefner. Thank you.
Senator Rogers, on the amendment. Thank you. Any other
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di scussion on the adoption of the conmmttee amendments tq
LB 236. Senator Hall, any closing?

SENATOR HALL: No, Nr. President, |1'd just urge the adoption.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. The question then is the adoption
of the committee anendnents to LB 236. Thosein favor vote aye,
opposed nay. Hae you all voted? Record, please.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Nr. President, on adoption of conmittee
amendments.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The committee a" ndments are adopted_ To the

bill as amended, Senator \Wehrbein, would you care to nake a
st at enent .

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Nr . Speaker and nenbers, this sinply is a
bill, as has been stated previously, to add the names to

delinquent tax lists as printed in the paper. 'They already have
now the description and the anbunt owed by deli nqugnt taxeys. |
will proceed on a little bit nore about this. \weare around
us...you can look at the fact sheet tnpat | handed' out. In
addition to that, all surrounding states already have this.
Nany of them have had this for many, many years. The key to
this, the key reason behind this is to try to increase our
del i nquent tax payments.  |f you look at it, we are heavily

dependent on property taxes in Nebraska, gand it only seems
|Og| cal to me that those that are due and Owing on property
taxes should pay them nake it nore equal and fair to all of us
who pay taxes. | did some little research in my district in
particular . In Cass County, out of $12,100,093 due in 1987,
there a"e presently $750, 314 delinquent, whichis a 93.8 percent
paynent, or in reverse, it is a 6.2 percent delinquent. In
1986, we had $10,843,000 duein CasaCOUnty, and at the present
time, there is $313,711 due. |t is a. sim | ar case in Otoe
County of 9 million, almost nine point. $9.5 nillion. There
are now presently $500,000 in overdue taxes that are | not
pai d. So anything that we can do, | believe, to increase the
payment of delinquent taxes in our counties should pe helpful,
and | think that this should really be cost effective. |t cost
Cess County in 1986 to publish their taxes, $2,747. Soi f w
can increase the return of taxes only slightly, the payment oF
taxes only slightly, it wouldappear to me to be very cost
effective. That ought to be an excellentreason for supporting

this bill . As youknow,many counties, cities, and especially
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schools depend on the property tax intake to supporttheir
functions, and | = know it is not uncommon for themto have to
i ssue warrants and pay interest on noney because of taxes are
not coming in at the appropriate tines when they are due or en
they are dd(_%| i nquent. . And so thfis shcl)uld encourage, even if it
encouraged just a small amunt o eople a their .taxes
be.".ause of having their names publ |pshed in tﬁeppgper, I thi nl‘?xm
ought to be something we should consider. There are many have
rai sed the questions about the possibility of liability

. L ) S0
forth. I have checked with other large cities, in particular,
the o where they

are publishing these nanes. They have not had any problem
what soever in a case of liability because of errors or” whatever,
_becau_se if they have had even smal | errors, they correct them
i mredi ately before they are published gand there has been no

liability cases. This is also true in all surrounding states
where they have had this. The liability factor has not peen a
factor and | don' t.if you recognize how carefullythese

printings are screened and proofread, anong local daily papers
across Nebraska, you will find that they are thoroughly cF?ecked.
Nany of themare using conputer printouts, will take this over
to the publisher. They will print a first draft and then it is
proofread by the county treasurer, gt |east in the cases that |
am aware of, before it is published. So every effort i:s made
now to do it. As you know, |egal descriptionsare very
technical and hard to do, and they stjll have done that. = Simply
addi ng a nanme ought to be a very Pllttle increased effort to Wé)ve
to do.and still have it rlght.. So | rea”y don't bel i eve that
addi tional names and the possibility of i'ncorrectness ghould be
a problem So I think I would like to strongly urge the support
c

of this bill as a measure to increase delinquent tax collections
inNebraska. As | said, even a small increase in a county such
as mine with a $10 million tax payment, 10 to 12 million dolTar,

if you would increase it only a small amount, \ith a $2.700 tax
expense or printing expense against this, the returns out to pe
very favorable and we would not have to have a very large
increase to be cost effective.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion on the amended |p 236,

Senator Landis, Coordsen, and Hefner. Senator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Nr. Speaker, menbers of the Legisl atur I
woul d urge you to get yourp bi Il "books out and open u8 to Lg 536,
take a |l ook at the conmttee statenent. Yes open up those
red-bound books, take a look at it, take a | ook at your |ist of
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proponents and opponents. This bill is going to be a tax saving
bill. It is going to get noney into the coffers earlier. |t js
going to be good for property taxpayers. |t is going to be good
for schools. It is going to be good for countiés, good for all
those districts that has to do with property taxes, right? Take
a |l ook at the proponents. Is there a single school “that has
called you, a single NRD, a si n%l e tech college,a single
county? | don't believe it. | don't believe this bill. take a
| ook at the proponents. The Nebraska Press Association
represents the only wvoice for this bill before the committee.
Now you may ask yourself, was the Nebraska Press Association
taking on for itself making better policy out of the altruisti
good of its heart, or were they trying to expand the gmount of
noney they get fromthese kinds of notices. e estimate by one
of the representatives before the conmittee was a 50 percent

i ncrease in cost. If there was a cost transfer to other
property taxpayers, | would have voted for this bill. | was not
in Exec Commttee when we voted on this. | would have voted no.

But there isn't a cost transfer to other people,Why? Because
del i nquent taxes have a 14 percent delinquency ¢ And. you
collect that i f you have to by auctioning off tﬁé property; or

the next time the property is sold for the +tax |ien, but you
collect 14 percent of any delayed money. That is a higher
penalty than any cost of noney that replaces that nf ney that you
get through a warrant. |n other words, whatever a;;iount of del ay
you get, you get a 14 percent penalty and that is a hefty
enal ty. You lose nothing. That is why the schools aren' t
ere. They don't |ose money. That is why t%e counties aren't

here. They don't lose noney. Whogains money'? The Nebraska
Press Association for nore costs. Now if this is a more
efficient system why don't we reduce the nunber of publications
fromthree to two? |f this is going to get people to pay, why
don't we reduce the total number, "because these have to Be done
three different times, why can't we reduce costs by adding the
name and reduce it to two publications instead of pree? Di d
t he Press Association offer that? No. Was there any
negotiati on? No. This is there bill. They dropped it in and
it makes them 50 percent nore noney and tha%/ is Pﬁe sum total of
the story on this bill. | don't doubt you haven't heard from
people. They are probably snmall town publishers. | can tell
you this is the sane group that eight years ago when | was here
argued that it was, | won't use the word, imoral. Tpere was an
amendrment that we had that did away with the | egal notice, ne
in probate, a |egal notice that no |lawer, in ny know edge, In
ei ght years has ever found anybody ever using or being ,otified
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of . It costs about $125and it is done at every time you do a
will, and there are about 9,000 of thema year. |t means a

ml.liondollars in Bublishi ng costs, and nobody has ever found
somebody tripped y one of these notices. We brought in an
amendnent to strike this notice that nobody read and npever had
any effective public notice. It was killed by the Nebraska
Press Associ ation, saying you had to have this kind of a notice.

This i's a business, and this is a bottom line decision by a
busi ness that uses the lawto get itself nore noney. If we are
going to fight this fight, if we are going to make these kinds
of adjustnents, we ought to be very careful that we do this for

a darn good reason. And if | had way in this i i

coul d kgeep our costs where ther;/yareyby reduci nalttHgthl?rrT‘t’)erweof
noti ces and addi ng the nanes. I will tell you I sat in the
conmmittee and there was no evidence of any hard or firm fast

showi ng that the amount of property tax paynments ent up when
this was passed. There was one piece of anecdotal information.

It was a letter fromanother state that said, | think that was
our experience, as | recall. That was the sumtotal of it.
There was no conparison of the delinquency rate between this

state and any state surrounding us, and | asked, would it be all

right if we took sonme time to ask the delinquency rate between
Nebraska and states surrounding us where this \was used. The
bill was reported out. No negotiation, no study, inmmediate
action by | amsure small town publishers that are ¢ajjin ou
and saying we have got to have this bill because it is gogod 1yor

property taxpayers. Where is Ed Jaksha's group'? \\hereis the
school 'board association? Wiere is the Nebraska Associ ation of

County Officials?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thirty seconds.

SENATOR LANDI S: [ f this was good for property taxpayers, they
would be here. They are not, and | ask you to call a spade a
spade and own up to what this is, which is a claimfor about
50 percent more in costs by the addition of this name with no
reduction in the nunber of publications necessary {3 4o this.
At this point, this bill should not advance until there is sone

serious study or, in that case, 3 reduction of the number of
publications so the total cost of government doesn't go up.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR LANDI S: If you want better efficiency, fine, put the
nane in and reduce fromthree to two the nunmber of publications
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and keep your costs steady.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Coordsen, please.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, nenbers of the body.
Alittle hard act to follow, I don't know if | could talk quite
that fast, Senator Landis, if | was falling fromthe windm |l to
the ground and exam ned the possibilities of ny state during the
Eassa e until collision. | also stand to oppose this. You
now, 30 years or soago when | first became aware of the
responsibilities of the county treasurer's office, our county
had a popul ation of something around 8,500 people. The pusiness
of the county treasurer was taken up by a county treasurer and a
part-tinme assistant during the licensing tine and perhaps the
sending out of the tax notices. Over the period of tinme that
has ensued, this body has placed upon county tr easurers and
other county offices an onus of many reports-and regulations to
be obeyed, reports to be filed, to the extent that, in the
county office of the courthouse of Thayer County, Nebraska,
there is nardly roomfor the citizens of the county to get in
and transact their business because of the number of enployees
that we have in that office to obey all of the things that they

have to do. This bill, then,would acconmplish very little nore
in the coilection of taxes except rovidin the count
treasurers in the affected counties with a littTe bit nore wor
to do. A mention was made of the collection of taxes. It has
been my experience, as gepator Landis i.ndicated, we had to
register many warrants at different times during the year in the
nine years that | spent on the school poard. It was not
problem The taxeswere collected in general within a period of’j1

one to two years was amgjor delinquency. Theonly pieces of
property in the county that ultinmately ended up being soild for

taxes were small lots, spml| parcels of ground where the owners
had di sappeared, where they had no value, gpq consequently the

taxes on those didn't anount to nuch. So | would think that

this bill, while the intent of it is good, would serve very
little good and useful purpose except to further conplicate hq
i ssue of county governnent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or. Hef ner, followed by Senators Rogers,
Schmit, Lynch, Haberman, Kristensen, Smith, 5ndNelson. Senator

Hefner.

S ENATOR HEFNER: Nr . President and menbers of the body it
t .

sounds like this is gettingmre interesting all the tine I
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thought we were going right through these bills this norning.
figured we would be through by at least eleven-thirty, but it
looks like we won't be. But | think this is a good idea. |

support it. | like the idea that you print the nanes along with
the | egal description, because when you pick up a newspaper and
read those | egal descriptions, you don't know whether it is

Senator Loran Schnit or Senator Carol Pirsc
> il ' orwhose propert
that belongs to, and | think if it is our duty to pay ta&es? v>\//e
should pay them, and this is what we will do. Ladies and
gentlemen, this is the right thing to do, andalsol approve of
the amendnment teat we adopted because | didn't feel that we
shoul d just nake the small counties do it. | think if we make
the small counties do it, well, the larger counties should do
it, too. Let's treat everybody the sane. Okay, | don't think
there was any nention made. . there was anything nentioned about
whet her we print one name or a nunber of names. his bill iust
addresses the first nane or the first owner of tT\e property, gqo
we wouldn' t, if we had five or six different owners, \yeowouldn't
publish all of those. We would just publish the first name g4

then the legal description. |t was nentioned in the Revenue
Conmittee hearing that we gare going to enbarrass tax ayers.
Well, maybe some of them need to be enbarrassed but this is

public information. When the newspapers publish the court costs

orthe court cases, such as speeders or other court cases, they

give the names in. So | don't think it would be any nore
enbarrassing to the delinquent taxpayer than it would be to he

speeder on the highway. It is true tnat the county assessor did
testify against this and | can see perhaps why, buat they really
didn't give the conmittee any good reason ,nhy. The cost of

this, yes, the cost is going to double, but lyhis woul dn"t be up

to the county to pay. The county would pay it up front, but
then they would add it on tothat delinquent tax. |t was

mentioned that this is a bill so that small newspapers can ake
mor e noney. Vel |, | don't think they are going to make any
money. | doubt whether very many of these newspapers nake noney

publishing |l egal notices. For instance, the county that | |[jve"
in, Cedar County, the county board designates one county as the
of ficial publication newspaper. Then all the papers in t t

county, and there is four of them they all publish the puBfilc
notices and divide this anount of money. sSo | don't think they

are going to make that much noney. A number of the states are

doing this and it is working out good for them gndso | would
urge you to support this bill as anended.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Rogers.
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SENATOR ROGERS: Nr. Speaker and menbers, | won't repeat a great
deal of the testinony that has been given, but there is one
t hi ng, of all the vpl une of mail and telephone calls | have
received, and | i magi ne everyone in here has received many
letters, many phone calls on jt, the only correspondence or
phone calls that | have received has been fromcounty officials.
I have not received one |etter or one phone call froma
constituent or a taxpayer in nmy district that said they didn't

like the Dbill. I think maybe the county officials, they
probably have a reason that they don't want to publish my name
or your name or whatever. But just renmenber, | think all_ of the

correspondence we have received has been fromcounty officials,
and | doubt if any of you have received any phone calls, any
messages from constituents or taxpayers in your district. Thank
you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schmt.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Well, Nr. President and nenbers, you know, g
of us who are candidates for office gnd who are elected for
office like to speak about the evils of the property tax and the
burdensome property tax system One of the points we fail to
make frequently is that it is not easy to pay property iayes.
It is hard to payproperty taxes. | think Senator Landis gave
t he best argunent you can give against this bill, and1ido have
an |IPP motion onthe bill, but | amgoingto hold it for awhile
because | believe we ought to discuss the pi|l a little bit.
You are going to find, as you travel through life, that property
taxes are always a purden upon people, but that responsible
property owners nake every effort they can to pay those property
taxes. Frequently, it is not possible for themto pay +them on
time, but, as Senator Landis pointed out, 514 percent rate of
interest is a powerful jncentive to those of us who have

difficulty paying those property taxes, because even the
exorbitant rates that are charged by many banks today, | host of

them woul d not have thearrogance to charge you 14 percent, 4
least not to pay your taxes. | want to point out that it seems
to me that today the systemworks pretty well. The rates of
collection cited by Senator Wehrbein point out that (he system
is working well and, again, | don't know of hardly a single tax
sale that has taken place in ny area in a long, long tine, 5.4
woul d think that proves the fact that if and when the indivi cpual
has the noney, they will pay those taxes. A few years ago,
quite a few years ago, there was discussion on this floor al dng
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this same line, and | recall a legislator offered an gmendment,
sonewhat facetiousI?/, to print the names of the individuals who

didn't pay their chifd support, to print the namesof the
i ndi vidual s who received a welfare check, to print the names of

any person who received a government check. All . of that
contributes to the interest of the public. |t would seemto ne
that it ought to be at least as much in the interest of the
public to know the names of those of us who receive public funds
as it is in the interest of the public to know those who pay
them and who night have a little difficulty paying them from
time to  time. I know t hat Senator Hefner salgthat when you

look in the newspaper and you read t he | I i pti
don't know if Senator Schmt paid his teaxeesg%r rﬁic()ats.Crl pl ! ont hyeC;;
t1

are those of us on this floor who can attest to the fact tha
a state legislator doesn't pay his property taxes, the good
press, in their efficiency and zeal, i publish a newsarticle
about it . They will list that individual whois deterrent, \who
is delinquent, and point out the fact that that person is a

state official who hasn't paid their property es. | can

recall a number of such instancesin the | ast }ew years that |

have been around here. | just want to enphasize again that so
often in this business where we are responsible fgr the
expenditure of funds, we have taken the attitude that those
i ndi vidual taxpayers can just automatically conme up with the
bucks to pay those t axes. Let me tell you, |adies and
gentlenen, it is not easy, andthere are some of you who because
of a particular nethod of financing your hones find that to be
taken care of wth your house payment. Byt in the rural areas,

if you wereto publish the names of the farmers in ny area who
were short on their taxes a few years ago, there would have been

a lot of us who were late. Nost of them were not delinquent but

many of themwere |ate. The point | want to make js this.

There comes a time, | believe, when ordinary citizens have got a

little bit of right to some kind of privacy and I think that

that privacy probably is acceded when you don't pay your ghare

of your taxes, but | want to point out again.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...taxes are al nost always paid, alnost always
paid, and if you don't pay themon tinpe, you pay 14 percent
interest. Any person who has the noney or who can’get the nobney
is gcing to go down and get the noney and pay his taxes. Why
woul d he penalize hinmself there two or three or four percent'?
If you want to be the individual who says that we are going to
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add to that the additional enbarrassment of putting your nane in

there if you are a little bit delinquent, that is fine. | will
point out again, 93 percent of the taxes, | believe Senator
Wehrbein said, they just were paid, so you are only going to
protect the 7 percent that are negligent. Nost of the people
are going to say, yeah, go ahead and print them except once in
awhi | e sonmebody is going to find out that he is in thaP position
or she is in that position, and then, oh my gosh, | suffer
enbarrassment . I think, |adies and gentlenmen, that as has been
poi nted out, the county treasurers do a good job of coll ecti ng
t axes. The taxpayerdoes a very good job of paying his taxes;

burdensome as they are.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time has expired.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Let's not add one nmore hyniliating factor to
the issue as it stands today.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERNAN: Well, Nr. Presjdent, members of the body,
this bill, on Select File, and the other bill that is comng
before us pertaining to newspapers,whichever bill fits, there
will be a proposed anmendnment to cut the number of times of

publication from three to two. That will be offered, and if
that is accepted, then the cost and the savings and a lot of
these problems should go away. The next thing | would like to
address is, what do other states who have done “ihis  what has
been their results? Well, we have a letter fromthe Kansas
Department of Revenue and it states that nmy personal opinion g
that it acconplishes little or nothing in the way of conpliance
to publish only a property description in a delinguent tax
listing. Now the State of Colorado did this, anddueto the
State of Colorado doing this, the county treasurers voted
unani nously to .-entinue doing it. Once it was done, they saw
the benefits and they support it. Two counties in Col orado, the
first year it went into effect, received anincrease of $33,000
and the other one received an jncreaseof $31,0000ver the

previous year. There was a levy drop of 1.21 percent jp
reductions due to this collection,sg the states that have put
it into effect, it has worked. And | am sure that Senator

Véhrbein, when his tine cones, will explain further to you what
the states in the surrounding. .. the states surrounding Nebraska,
how they handle it.. go, Senator Schmit, | will be glad to loan
you the noney to pay your taxes so that your name won't be, zs5ga
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public official, appeared for the delinguent. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. A notion on the desk, Nr. O erk.

Cl ERK: Nr. President, Senators Schmit and Rod Johnson woul d
nove to indefini tel?/ post pone the bill. Senator Wehrbein woul d
have the option to [ay the bill over.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wehrbein, what are your wishes?
SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Let's go ahead.

SPEAKER BARRETT: ~ We wi || proceed, then. Pursuant to our new
rules, Senator Schnit, you have the first option to speak,
foll owed i mredi ately by Senator Wehrbein. sepator Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNI T: First of all, | accept Senator Haberman's
generous offer if it does not violate any of the laws regarding
legislative officials or public officials. | think you are nost
generous, Senator Haberman. | didn't mention therate of
interest. | suppose that it will be usurious as usual, but the
oint | want to nake is this. There are those of us who do not
ave a lot of nmoney. There are a |lot of people who own property
who fromtinme to tinme consider thenselves to be property poor.
| guess | ama little disappointed that ny good friend, Senator

Wehrbein, a rural legislator, would bring in this bill. | don't
suppose the fact that he is close by Nr. George Niller would
have any connection with that. I ,et me tell you that | have

al ways supported fair publication rates for the Nebraska Press
Association for legal notices and | would continue to do so, but
| want to point out that in this instance | think we are going
too far. Senator Habernman said that there is a decrease in the
| evy because of the collection oftaxes. Senator Haberman, |
woul d di spute that. The failure to pay taxes does not remove
the obligation, and | want to point out that they are going to
col l ect those taxes one way or another and, in ppst instances,

those taxes are collected. There isn't any way in the wor | d
that you cannot abdicate your responsibility by not paying those

taxes. Those taxes continue. You can't wipe themout. | would
just like to point out that there are many people who want to
speak on this. | amnot going to take a lot of time now. | agm

going to give first Senator Landis some of ny tine, gndthen if
there is any time after that, let Senator Jacky Snmith have the
rest of the tinme, but | want you to speak on this pijj|, but |
want to point out, again, it is not easy to payyour property
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taxes, and | amfed up and disgusted with those of us who tand
up and speak to the public about the evils of property taxes and
then turn around on theother hand and say, but, by golly, e
are going to humliate, enbarrass, and intimdate you by tne
publication of your nane along with the |egal description. Tpe
| egal description is fine and | amsatisfied with that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Landis, please.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you. Mr. Speaker Senator Haberman
offered what was offered to the Revenue Comm ttee gas the
evidence in support of the bill. The personal opinion of the

tax official in Kansas, it says, the way you do it now, in ny
opxni on, doesn't foster conpliance; no evidence about the use of
names, no evi dence about it dimnishing delinquency ate I'n
Col orado, anecdotal as well, that the county officials voted to
retain the idea; no information about declini ng delinquency
rates; no facts and figures to show what the pattern I's.  Tayeg)
let us renmenber, run with the land, not with the taxpayer. They
are al ien agai nst the land. Can't enbarrass the | and |nto
ﬁa?”dn% the taxes or not, and, by the way, the taxes are often

y people who are out of State, they are held by conpanies
who have no ability to be huniliated. | f sonebody is going to

be humliated, it is a residential or a property taxpayer or a
farmer, but a great deal of property is held by absentee
| andl ords. It is held by companies, and | think they are
i npervious to the humiliation"that is apparently our new model

as far as punltlve actions in this state, as Opposed to fines,

as opposed to penalties of econom cs. Apparently, the stockades
shoul d be brought back and we shoul d use public humliation as a

new form of punitive action. am uncomfortable with it. | am
urconfortable with the case that has been made for

av
got 800 bills. We shoul dn't be passing bills with this I|ttle
evi dence to support them

SPEAKER BARRETT- Senator Smth.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. Chairmen. menbers of the body, |
amgoing to stand to give ny support to Senator Schmit's |pp

motion, and | ~think that maybe | can add a little nore
information. As Chair of the General Affairs mritt ee é
should tell you that we have reported out of comnttee It_g 29
whichis a bill, whichl guessthe point | wouldlike

and | think the Nebraska Press Association has been very %usy
during the interim, because this bill will gy ow a 15 percent

396



January 25, 1989 LB 236

increase in the feesfor legal notices. Andsoyou see that

they will not only, if this bill passes, there will be the
capabili'ty of adding a |ine which huniliates taxpayers, gas has
already been stated, but 3so there will be a 15 percent
i ncrease over and above that for all | egqgal fees. The ot her
thing | would like to point out to you all is the fact that, you
know, the amendment that was just reattached to the bill which

reinstates Douglas County and Lancaster County, Lincoln and
Omaha, really does nothing because those counties at this po'nt
intime are not requiredto publish legal notices. They have
what is called, at least in Omha, this information was provided

words of some of our senators, it is nothing nmbre than a nice
little publication that aids _insurance agents and lawyers
because they are the only ones that take any “jnterest or ever
read it, so if the purpose of public notices is to notify the
public, |I guess we should nmake sure that we have a statewide
coverage and we really are not going to be getting that anyway.
| am going to support this |IPP notion.

SlF’EAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Now, directly to Senator Wehrbein,
please.

SENATOR VWEHRBEIN: Am | in line or is this my five mnutes or am
I next?

SPEAKER BARRETT: This is your response to the | PP notion.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: | guess, obviously, | would urge not 19 IEP
this motion. | think "there are several things that | would Iike
to discuss. One is that it's surrounding states, | admit |
can't document surrounding states payin been cost effective
because most, to ny know edge, they ﬂave had it for so Iong,
sone go back into the '40s, that It s difficult to document
t oday whether it s effective over what they had before.

don't know exactly why it is nore enbarrassing to have your nane
publ i shed in Nebraska than it is to have it published in Kansas,
Col orado, South Dakota, lowa, and Nissouri. Evidently, that

is
the case. | guess | could take gsone issue of the fact that this
is a Press Association bill. Adnittedly, it was brought to ne
by them On the other hand, I, in good conscience, ¢gn gy ort
the bill because |l believea half a milliondollars in a cdpLPnty

overdue, delinquent, paid by me instead of ny neighbors, in many
cases which can afford it, is not necessarily an | ndue burden.
If taxes are due, taxes are due, 3 half a nmillion dollars in a
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county. It is true, like Senator Schmit says, that it foll ows
t he | and. I ageewith that, but | canrenenber vividly how
many thousands of dollars we had to write off at the county
level in times past because taxes weren't paid. Peoplethat owe
them | eave the country,and what happens, I don't know. Now,

admittedly, legitinately Yandovvners have probl ens. You talk
about the 14 percent, but we are getting to the point now where
it is going to be cheaper to let that money go, and let the
county carryyour interest rate than it is to borrow t he noney.

If we have just a little bit more interest, increase in
interest, you are going to seethat nore and nor e. It was
rampant a fes. .ears ago when we had 18 to 20 percent interest
how many peop " let that go. So the systemis abused both ways.

Nany cases now, people don't know that their taxes are
del i nquent wuntil they read themin the paper because of the

escrow account. Companies don't pay, insurance conpani es, come
the first of Nay, or those that are holding those in escrow
account, not necessarily insurance, but banks and ot her places,

will hold that nmoney and use it as long as they can. For one
reason or another, they may not even pay the taxes when they are
due And so it is a cash flow managenment deal that isthere,

and this, when people have paid in an escrow account over the
year and then not have their tax pay.,paynents. Nany tines
they don't know this until they read in the paper that they have
del i nquent taxes. As far as increasing cost to the county, |
deny that because any increase in printing.  cost of printing
wi Il be borne by the taxpayer, thensel ves. Ny estimate is that

this would increase the cost of printing approxi mtely

20 percent and not 50 percent. |f you take, depending on h
many |ines that a property description takes, you can sinply ag\g

t hat . If itisthreelines, it would be a third increase. ¢
it is four lines, it would be a 25 percent. If it is five
lines, it woul d be a 20 percent 1Increase, Oné one.addij tlonal
line. In addition to that, if we are only spen Yng, in t e case
of ny county, $2,700, that, | can't see how an newspaper is
goirg to necessarily get rich on that; $2,70g is not much of a
printing cost in relation to $500, 000 in delinquent taxes, and
nearly that much, $396,000 that are over a year old. AndIl know

that some of those taxes, | admit, | goofed, | should have gone
back to '83, and '84, and '85, and | would predict that at |east
1 percent, 1 percentof a millionis $120,000. | know that s

not big noney to everybody but it is to me, and| think anything
that we can do to inprove the performance of profl ciency and the
efficiency of our government, whether it be school or |ocal,
shoul d be sonething that we should consider. so | don't think
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it is out of line to ask for this. Total cost to governnent
will not go up. I can't se'= howthat can berel ated by adding
addi tional nane. | cannot see how | ocal governnments should have
to increase their cost because of that, especially when any

addi tional printing cost is to be covered by the.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: .. .taxpayer, t hensel ves. Tal ki ng about the
ef fecti veness of publishing names, several newspapers have
publ i shed del i nquent child support notices over the years, and]
know it hel ped enormouslyto publish the ambunt of delinquent
fathers that had not been payl N their fair share of child

support . This is definitely docunented, in fact,| would guess
that this may have been some of the i mpetus for this bill
because it was very effective when publishing those names. |p

addition to that, they said we ought to publish the names of
those farmers that get tax. .. governnent paynents. Thatis true
and that has been published in"the paper, and | am sure many of

us in this room | know ours has been published in the paper as
to getting governnent farmsupport. so that is really nothing
new. It is done. Many don't like it. Nany don't care. But it

is dona. It is a fact of life that many of the things that you
don't want in the paper gets in the paper, gandit probably has
occurred to all of us.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Wow, that was perfect.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou, sjr. W now revert to the regul ar
speaki ng order for those of you who might want to speak {4 the

kill motion. Thelist begins with Senator Kristensen. pgyou
care to speak to the kill motion, sir? Followed by Senator
Nelson.

SENATOR KRI STENSEN: Thank you, Nr. President. | would rise in
support of the killing of this motion. I do believe the
motivation for this bill was that of an enbarrassment bill.
don't think it is a press bill at this monent. The press  bill

is yet to come and the issues of fees and so on. The reason
that people can't pay these property taxes are generally because
they don't have the ability to pay, andan embarrassment jsn't
going to be enough of a notivation to create that to happen. I
think a 14 percent interest rate certainly will do so, and |
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also would raise an issue of bankruptcy. | am afraid that
publishing the notices of first nanmes mght be a violation of
the bankruptcy stay, and that s an jssue that concerns me
greatly. | wouldn't want sonme of ny treasurers held in contenpt
for publishing the notices of someone in bankruptcy. Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nel son, on the IPP notion. Senator
Vehrbein..."excuse me, Senator Nelson, do you care to speak to

the motion to indefinitely postpone.

SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Speaker, nenmbers of the body, | definitel

woul d be in favor 'of indefinitely postponing this bill because

will tell you why. Senator Landis had it yight in the first
pl ace. Wy are we paying for three times in the newspaper
beside subr dicing the newspaper and, again, I hate to point
fingers at people, that | think they would pay their taxes foday
because the interestrate is higher than that, and| very much

support indefinitely postponing this bill.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. In the regular speaki ng order,
Senat or Wehrbein, your light is on next. \wuld you Iike to make
any ot her statenent?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: | will pass on fromthis.

SPEAKER BARRETT: 'Thank you.  Senator Hall, do you care to speak
to the motion to kill"' ?

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President, members. | rise in
opposition to the kill notion. The bill came to the commi ttee,

as Senator Landis pointed out, and there was really only one
group of individuals who were in support, andthere was really

only one group of in(_jivi dual s who were in opposition. The press
association wanted it and the county officials did not, and

clearly it is because of reasons, | think, gther than the fac .
that they have to |l ook up the names or have to add themto their
computer printout. I think those, if youwere to ask your

county officials, those names are clearly included with the
I egal description. The ownership is registered with the
Regi ster of Deeds in all the counties, and it is not an issue of

i nconveni ence. I'tis an issue of We don't want to have to

publish it because it is going to come to bear wwth regard to

those individuals calling us up and being offended p that .
Well, frankly, | have to tell you that | am offended by tyhe Pact

they don't pay theirtaxes. sSepnator Schmit is right in that
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there there would be some individuals who would be harmed
because they, basically, could not pay their taxes, but | think
one of the argunments that was used in opposition to the bill and

the argument that Senator Landis laid out was that you  cannot
enbarrass a company, you cannot enbarrass a corporation, you

cannot enbarrass an absentee |andlord. Well, ladies and
gentl enen, those individuals are not individuals who do not pay
their taxes because they cannot. They choose not to. Nany of

those names that were spelled out, told in the comittee, were
nanes that were clearly very profitable conpanies that operate
t hroughout the State of Nebraska, but for one reason or another,
| don"t know what it is, they fully were aware of the 14 percent
penalty that goes along with the delinquent property taxes,
choose not to pay their taxes. This is not an issue of we are
just unable to pay them we cannot afford to, andthe argument
was...by that one county official was that the vast majorify of

these people were companies, corporations, and absentee
| andl ords, and they have made the consci ous decision not to pay
their taxes. | amnot, and | never will be, onewho says that
it is right or proper to enbarrass individuals. | can open up
the daily paper in Omaha gnd see divorce notices that lists
names. | see notices of individuals who have been sentenced for

one reason or another, whether it be anything from shoplifting
to DW to whatever, and those are done by our local daily at no

charge to those individuals. Senator Schmit, the publication
paper that allows for legal notices, andone of the reasons for
does not accept the | egal rate,
statute and d_oes not charge that. But the issue here is one of,
do we publish the names or don't we? | guess if we don' t

publish the names, ny question would be, whydowe even publish
the | egal description? Why not just do away with the notice
altogether? | mean, | clearly don't have gany strong feelings
with regard to this being, as one senator put it off the record,

the farm bill forthe press association. | mean, by adding a
line, | don't see where their revenues are going to increase

any great extent. Now the other bill that Senator Smith alluded
to that was heard in General Affairs that deals with the
increase after seven years is a different matter altogether, ;j

ny opinion, but this is one where you clearly lay out who owns

t he property. I f you don't do that, | guess | would fully
expect...
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SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR HALL: ...some of the sanme opponents to this bill to
bring in an amendnent, if this bill is not IPP'd, maybe to the
bill that Senator Smth alluded to, to \Mpe out the notice
al t oget her because what purpose does that serve. If it is on
record, let those who are interested, | would use that argunent,
let those who areinterested go down to the Register of Deeds
and find out who is delinquent. Wy even offer this publication
at all. Thank you, M. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Schellpeper, followed by
Senators Lynch, Landi s, Warner, and Wehrbein . Senator
Schel | peper noves the previous question. | do see five hands.
Those in favor of closing debate please vote aye,opposed nay.
Please record.

CLERK: 26 ayes, 3 nays to cease debate, M. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Debate is closed. Any closing statements
Senator Schmit?

SENATOR SCHM T: Senat or Rod Johnson.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Johnson.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: M. Speaker, penbers, nost of the points |
wanted to make have been made so it would be redundant for me to
cover too many things that previous speakers have spoken on, but
as the debate opened on this issue, | \walked down to Senator
Schmit and | sai d, you know, fiveears ago three-quarters of
all the farners in the State of Nebraska probably would have
their names printed in the weekly newspapers across the state
because financially we were going through a pretty difficult
time, and it is difficult for ne to agree with a proposal that
woul d, basically, result in public embarrassnment of an

individual, but  especially jn a situation where ownership o

property is ne(_:essarY to produce an inconme, and that is really
what farming is all abcut, in many cases both owning it and
renting it. But | have no connection wth the county fficials
associ ation nor the press association in any wWay, g5 this is not
a battle over those two parties. |n ny particular case, it is
just a situation where | don't see this as a tax collection
proposal. | see it as a public humliation proposal that serves
no basic reason or good to the society in general but | do
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believe, as Senator Wehrbein, that the collection of taxes and
the paynent of taxes is necessary. But to attenpt to humliate
peopl e into paying taxes | don't think necessarily reaches its
end result, and that is the increase in the collectlon of taxes
fromt hose individual s who cannot pay I

concerned with those individuals V\/no cannot pay than thnose V\/no
can pay and choose not to, and | don't know how you are goi.ng to
enbarrass anyone who chooses not to pay their taxes iy do so.
So | signed on with Senator Schmit on thisparticular notion,
primarily out of concern for a class of citizens in st at e
that go through fluctuations in inconme and certai nlhy th was
the case not nore than two or three years ago.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmt, please.

SENATOR SCHNIT: (N ke off) those remarks and | think they are
right on target I want to point out one more thing. The
adoption of the amendnent doesn’ t mean a darn thing to the

peopl e in Douglas County because, as has been pointed out, they

. . anywa
because they won't print themfor the legal rate that is gel Xg
charged. | want to point out also that county treasurers, and
the county officials would be the first to come in and ask for
this publication if they were being handi capped in the operation
of the government by not being able to collect the taxes. os
county treasurers have not requested that we use this mechamsm
Senator Kristensen is right on target when he says you cannot
publish the names of someonein bankruptcy anyway and you
further the exposure of the public officials \when you  provide

for the publication of the name. | see now, nore than ever, the
reason for Senator Scofleld s bill this morningon additi onal
massive testing in college and high school. Senator Wehrbein
referred to 1 percent of a million dollars as being $120, 000.

W should have made that retroactive, Senator Whrbein, 545 fgar
as testing is concerned. A little bit of the problem with the
whol e blasted thing is just that point right there. W do not
understand frequently the cost of the programs we put together

on this floor. Senat or Warner, the other day, alled
attention to the fact that a bill | was brlnglngyln ﬁere mlgrﬂty

very well have a price tag on it that | hadn't qyen seen, and
many times we don't think about those things when we enact a
bill into law on this floor which one way or another traces back
to additional property tax increases. Nost responsible people
pay their taxes. The i rresponsi bl e people, as has been pointed
out by Senator Rod Johnson, aren't going to pay themanyway. gq

403



January 25, 1989 LB 236

then the only possible motive for this bill is public
embarrassment. Well, then why not bring back the stocks and put

us on the courthouse lawn in stocks for three daysor so,
sonet hi ng like that, bring back debtor's prison, jf xé)u . SO
choose, do sonething that really humiliates people, do sonething
that really puts the screws to themif you want to do that.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: | can pay the tax on the luxuries that | choose

to buy. If 1 make any money, | can afford to pay the incone
tax, and | amglad to do it. I can control to some extent the
taxes | pay on sales taxes, but, |adies and gentlenen, | have

absolutely no control, so to speak, gn my property taxes nor do
the vast majority of the citizens of this State of Nebraska,

which is why they object nore strenuously to the gpominable

property taxes than any other tax. | think our county officials

are fully aware of that, andthey do as good a job as you can
expect anyone to do under the circumstances, % t hey do npt

want to add the additional enbarrassnment of pu \JI shi ng” soneone"” s
name because they might pe tenporarily strapped for cash.
Ladi es and gentlenen, | am off the hook. Senator Haberman has
Penerously_ agreed to loan me the noney to pay ny taxes. That

eaves a million, six hundred and sone other persons .t there
who don't have that kind of an offer. genator Haberman, you

m ght be able to extend that offer to sgoneone, but the poi nt I

want to make is this.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Time.

SENATOR SCHNIT: The bill is for onepurpose, to publicly
huniliate the taxpayer. W don't publicly humliate those who
can't...who for sone reason or other have to live on the public
largess. W don't hunmiliate those people who don't pay their
child support. Ther e are many other areas. | don't fhink we
shoul d pick on the one person who has no defense, sn4 that is
the property taxpayer in this state.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  The question before the body is the indefinite
post ponenent of LB 236. Those in favor of that notion vote aye,
those opposed no. Voting on the motion to indefinitely
post pone. Have you all voted? Record.

CLERK: 23 ayes, 12nays, Nr. President, on the motion to
i ndefinitely postpone LB 236.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: The bill is on General File. The motion
prevails. The bill is killed. I would like to ask for your
indulgence for the movement of three bills on Select File.
Anything for the record first, Mr. Clerk? Let's proceed to
LB 45, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, on LB 45, Senator Lindsay, I have E & R
amendments pending, Senator.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.
CLERK: E & R amendments, Senator.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I would move that the E & R
amendments to LB 45 be adopted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Shall the E & R amendmentis to LB 45 be
adopted? Those in favor say aye. Opposed no. Carried. They
are adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further, Senator.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

. SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 45 be advanced.
SPEAKER BARRETT: You have heard the motion to advance LB 45 as
amended. Those in favor say aye. Opposed no. Carried. The
bill is advanced. LB 168, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: LB 168, Senator, I have E & K amendments pending.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that the E & R
amendments to LB 168 be adopted.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Shall the E & R amendments be
adopted to LB 1687 All in favor say aye. Opposed no. Carried.
They are adopted.

CLERK : I have nothing further on the bill, Senator.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.
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